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Designating
HISTORIC 
RESOURCES
Your KEY to what it means to have downtown Walla 
Walla be  declared a historic district!



• Formally Document
• Raise the Public Profile
• Celebrate the History

Seattle

Historic 
Designation is

Honorary

Hat N’ Boots Gas Station| SeattleNo strings attached



• Identify and locate important 
properties

• Makes a case for Historical 
Significance and Integrity

• Explains how a resource meets 
the criteria

Seattle

Historical Designation 
of Properties
Seeks to:

Hat N’ Boots Gas Station| Seattle



Levels of Listing
Historic Designations

Local Register

National Historic Landmark

National Register of Historic Places
Level of Significance: Local, State & National

State Register

WA Heritage 
Barn Register



National Register
of Historic Places 
 National Park Service designates

 Honorary - no protection

 Incentives - property values 
increase, grant fund eligibility, 
tax incentives (commercial)

Historic Register

City/County Register 
of Historic Places
 Local Historic Preservation Commission designates

 Regulatory- design review

 Incentives - Special Valuation, Adaptive Use 
Permits, 
 protection for perpetuity

Jurisdiction

Washington State 
Heritage Register
 Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation designates

 Honorary - no protection



Walla Walla Downtown 
Historic District
Listed  - Washington Heritage Register  - June 29, 2021

Listed  - National Register  - Sept 3, 2021





Historic District Resource Count

Period of Significance
1869-1970



Criteria A
Properties that are 
associated with events
that have made a 
significant contribution 
to the broad patterns 
of our history

Deception Pass| 1934

WWHD - broad pattern of commerce, growth and 
development of the city. The dense collection of 
commercial buildings in the core area show the boom 
and bust cycles of a small towns economies and how 
they changed an adapted over a hundred year period. 



Criteria C
Properties that embody 
the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method 
of construction or represent 
the work of a master, or poss
esses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual 
distinction.

WWHD – an area that encompasses the distinctive 
characteristics of downtown commercial buildings found 
in the Pacific Northwest in the late 19th and 20th centuries. 
Within the boundaries of the district, the resources 
represent most major types/styles of buildings.







Main Street looking east - 1955



1967

1976

1962

1974





Rees-Winans Block / 
Jones Building
6-10 N 2nd Ave

George Babcock - 1890

H. Brandt 
Gessel - 1951



Dahlen Auto Company
207 E Main St

1917, 1946

1944

1946



The Myths
of listing on the National Register of Historic Places

My property 
value will go down

Someone is going to tell me 
what I can and can’t do with 

my own property

You get a bronze plaque 
that says your property 

has been listed



The Myths
of listing on the National Register of Historic Places

You have to restore the 
property once its listed

.

If my property gets listed 
I have to open it up 

to the public

If my property is listed, 
I can’t demolish 

the building



The Myths
of listing on the National Register of Historic Places

There are grant funds  available 
to help me restore my historic 

property once its listed
.

I won’t be able to 
change anything



Results
of listing on the National Register of Historic Places

01

02

03

04

05

Eligibility for federal tax provisions.

Consideration in planning for federally 
funded, licensed, or  assisted projects (Sec 106) 

Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit. 

Qualification for federal historic preservation grants. 

Special Consideration with regard to Building Code Requirements. 



Results of Listing
on the National Register of Historic Places

Formal 
Documentation

Recognition 
Raising the 

Public Profile

Individual & 
Community Pride

Inspire better 
design of infill 
& alterations



Results of Listing
on the National Register of Historic Places

Increased 
Tourism

Enhance Business
recruitment

Spur zoning
Changes

Increased 
Resale Values



• Specific/detailed application 
procedure.

• Offers no real protection of 
historic resources in a 
community.

• Local designation is usually more 
lenient than National Register 
- this allows it to be more 
inclusive.

• Local designation offers protectio
n of a community’s historic 
resources by allowing for a fair 
design review process.

Locally Designated 
Historic Properties 

National Register of 
Historic Places VS



National Register of 
Historic Places

• No review of alterations and/or 
additions unless federal 
undertaking is part of project.

• No protection against 
demolition

• Great, if you are only interested 
in an honorary designation.

• Review of exterior alterations 
via a local review board. 
(some have voluntary compliance, 
but mandatory review)

• Some protection against 
demolition.

• Better, if you really want to 
protect your community.

Locally Designated 
Historic Properties VS







• 1,700+ listings on the National Register 
of Historic Places statewide.

• 600+ listings just on the Washington 
Heritage Register of Historic Places.

• 25 National Historic Landmark listings.
• 820+ Heritage Barn Register listings

Designated Historic Sites - Statewide

Rockford | 1918



• Architectural Style Guide
• Financial Assistance
• Technical Preservation Guidance
• WISAARD
• Architects Biographies
• BLOG
• Education & Training
• Preservation Laws

www.dahp.wa.gov

Technical Assistance
We are here to help you!

Find us at



WISAARD



Questions?
Send me a note, text, letter, 

twitter, snapchat , call, 
message, etc….. Puyallup| 1889

Michael Houser
State Architectural Historian

Cell (360) 890-2634
Office (360) 586-3076
Michael.houser@dahp.wa.gov
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