
QUALIFYING TREES:  
• Street t rees located in or overhanging the publ ic  r ight-of-way ( inc luding trees located on private     

property near the r ight-of-way) .  
• Trees located along al leys.  
• Heri tage trees.   
• Publ ic nuisances. 
• Development landscaping areas.  
• City park and cemetery trees.  
 
GENERAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS:  
• Permit  appl icat ions for new plant ing or pruning may be filed by the adjacent property owner,  or         

c i ty- l icensed Tree Care Special is t  at  the Parks & Recreat ion O(ce with no fee. 
• Tree removal  appl icat ions must be completed by the property owner or L icensed Tree Care    

Special is t  and submitted in person with the $25 fil ing fee. 
• Work authorized by the permit  must be complete within 45 days and in the manner therein      

described by the Munic ipal  Arborist .  
• Any street t ree that  is  removed must be replaced at  the direction of  the Munic ipal  Arborist  wi th 

another t ree as approved and recommend, unless otherwise determined. 
• The stump of the street t ree shal l  be removed to at  least  six  inches below the surrounding grade. 
• Adjacent property owners are responsible for proper and complete execut ion of  authorized    

permits inc luding stump removal ,  t ree replacement,  and new plant ings. 
• Street t rees are required to be planted on land,  public  or pr ivate,  bordering al l  s treets in any 

new subdivis ion,  commercial  development,  and along any widened or real igned street .  
• When plant ing new trees remember to cal l  before you dig – 1-800-424-5555.  
• No work may be started unti l  the permit  is  approved. 
 
PERMITS REQUIRED:  
Maintenance Pruning -  Must be Performed by a Licensed Tree Care Special ist :  
L imbs larger than 1"  on Class I  (smal l )  t rees.  
L imbs larger than 2"  on any larger t rees.  
Exceptions:   Publ ic  and private ut i l i t ies operat ing under the jur isdict ion of  their  respect ive       
f ranchise agreements or pol ic ies with the c i ty may,  wi thout a permit ,  perform such maintenance and 
construct ion,  including street t ree pruning,  as may be required to provide ut i l i ty  service or comply 
with the public  safety regulat ions under which they operate.  
New Planting:  
Any new tree in the publ ic r ight-of-way.   The Munic ipal  Arborist  must approve and may make      
recommendations on species,  s ize,  quant i ty of  plant ings,  and locat ion.   L ists  of  approved street 
t ree   species,  categorized by s izes smal l  through very large,  are avai lable in the Parks &           
Recreat ion o(ce or at  wwpr.us.   Species not on this  l is t  must be approved by the Munic ipal          
Arborist .    
Tree Removals:  
• A permit  is  required to remove any qual i fy ing street t ree.   Completed appl icat ions must be filed 

10 days pr ior to the work date by ei ther the property owner,  Licensed Tree Care Special is t ,  or 
ut i l i ty  service along with a $25 fil ing fee. 

• After inspect ion the Munic ipal  Arborist  may issue the permit  i f  the fo l lowing requirements are 
met:  
∗  The street t ree in quest ion is  dead, diseased, hazardous,  or otherwise inappropriate.  
∗  The workmanship and methods proposed for removal  are sat is factory.  
∗  Replacement of  the street t ree is  assured unless the Munic ipal  Arborist  determines             

replacement is  not appropriate.  
• The Munic ipal  Arborist  must be not ified at  least  two business days pr ior to the work start ing.  
• Work authorized by the permit  shal l  be completed within the t ime specified and in the manner 

out l ined.  
• I f  s treet c losures are required,  the property owner or l icensed tree care special ist  must obtain a     

Right-of-Way Permit  through the Development Service o(ce. 
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PERMITS REQUIRED: Continued 
• I f  the Munic ipal  Arborist  notes s idewalk or curb damage on the permit ,  not ificat ion wi l l  be      

provided to the ci ty ’s  Development Services o(ce.  
• Only Ci ty of  Wal la Wal la L icensed Tree Care Special is ts  are authorized to remove street t rees 

greater than 6” DBH with the except ion of  publ ic  and private ut i l i ty  services performing        
necessary maintenance work.  

• Any street t ree that  is  removed must be replaced at  the direction of  the Munic ipal  Arborist .    
• Stump Removals:  

∗  Stumps must be removed to at  least  six  inches below the surrounding grade.   
 
ACTIONS PROHIBITED BY ORDINANCE 
• Topping of  street t rees or other c i ty-owned trees in the c i ty is  prohibi ted .  
• Unless specifical ly authorized by the Munic ipal  Arborist ,  no person shal l  damage, t ransplant ,  or      

remove any street t ree or other c i ty-owned tree.  
• Unless specifical ly authorized by the Munic ipal  Arborist  no person shal l  p lace any object ,  fi l l  or 

other material  which may impede the free passage of  ai r ,  water,  or nutr ients to the roots of  any 
street t ree on c i ty property.   L ikewise no act iv i ty is  permitted which may compact the soi ls      
encompassing the root zone of  any such tree.  

 
EMERGENCY TREE MAINTENANCE:  
• Emergency street t ree maintenance may be performed by ut i l i ty  companies,  contractors ,       

property owners,  and the c i ty due to unforeseen c i rcumstances or condit ions that  impose an    
immediate threat to ut i l i ty  systems, property,  or publ ic  safety.   Only the work required to       
remove the immediate threat shal l  be performed.  Before performing any addit ional  work        
appl icat ion must be made for a street t ree permit  on the next regular working day and approved 
by the Munic ipal  Arborist .    

 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PROPERTY OWNERS & LICENSED TREE CARE SPECIALISTS:  
• Property owners may perform “rout ine care” which does not require a permit  inc luding pruning 

of  l imbs smal ler than one inch in diameter on Class I  (smal l )  t rees,  or smal ler than two inches in 
diameter on larger t rees,  watering,  fert i l iz ing,  and applying pest ic ides.  

• Property owners may remove trees smal ler than 6:  DBH in size with an approved permit .  
• Licensed Tree Care Special ists:   Any person or company engaged in the business of  t ree care 

within the c i ty ,  specifical ly major pruning ( l imbs greater than two inches in diameter) ,  repair ,  or 
the removal  of  t rees greater than s ix  inches D.B.H. in  size,  shal l  possess,  in  addit ion to any  
other permits or l icenses that  may be required to carry out such work in the ci ty ,  a val id        
c i ty- issued Tree Care Special is t  L icense.   L icensing requirements inc lude: a val id Washington 
State Contractor’s  l icense,  adequate l iabi l i ty  insurance,  and Internat ional  Society of                 
Arboricul ture cert ificat ion.   L icensing information and appl icat ions are avai lable through the 
Parks & Recreat ion O(ce. 

 
CURRENT LIST OF CITY OF WALLA WALLA LICENSED TREE CARE SPECIALISTS 
Artist ic Treeworks -  509-943-4604 
Beckner Tree Service -  509-522-8255 
Boyd’s Tree Service -  509-585-4194 
Home Orchard & Tree Care -  509-540-8853 
Senske Lawn & Tree Care -  509-374-5018 
Top Tree Service -  509-943-7032 
Town & Country Tree Service -  509-525-3231 
Woodsaver Mil l ing -  509-520-1959 
  
APPEALS:  
• The appeal  process governing the treatment and jur isdict ion of  street t rees is  specifical ly      

out l ined in Chapter 12.49 of  the Wal la Wal la Munic ipal  Code. 
 
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION:  
• Penalt ies for v io lat ion of  the pract ices described herein are specifical ly out l ined in Chapter 

12.49 of  the Wal la Wal la Munic ipal  Code. 
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